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The Church in the New Testament

Today, more than ever, we have to ask ourselves, “Why are there so many different churches and
denominations?” when the New Testament makes no mention of Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran,
Calvinist, Baptist, Adventist, Pentecostal (and many more) churches. In order to gain a satisfactory answer
to this question, the first and most important thing to know is how the church was understood in the New
Testament and what the church should be like according to God’s will.
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1 The Term “Church”

The OIld Testament “church” or congregation was the assembly of the chosen people of God. In
Deuteronomy 7:6-8 we read:

For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has
be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are o1
the earth. It was not because you were more in number than any other peo|
LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all pe
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your
the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from t
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

God chose the descendants of Abraham, who put his faith and trust in the only God, as his nation. They
were to be a nation which was distinct from other nations, separated from all idolatry and from everything
impure and unholy in God’s sight. With great patience he led his nation, sending them judges and prophets
who constantly called them to repentance and obedience. He bore them until the fulfillment of time when
he sent the Messiah, the Servant of God, whose task it was to carry the light to the ends of the earth (i.e. to
the Gentiles):

And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servan
Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him for | am honou
eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength he says: It is too



