
The Church in the New Testament
Today, more than ever, we have to ask ourselves, “Why are there so many different churches and 
denominations?” when the New Testament makes no mention of Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Calvinist, Baptist, Adventist, Pentecostal (and many more) churches. In order to gain a satisfactory answer 
to this question, the first and most important thing to know is how the church was understood in the New 
Testament and what the church should be like according to God’s will.
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1 The Term “Church”

The Old Testament “church” or congregation was the assembly of the chosen people of God. In 
Deuteronomy 7:6–8 we read:

�F�o�r� �y�o�u� �a�r�e� �a� �p�e�o�p�l�e� �h�o�l�y� �t�o� �t�h�e� �L�O�R�D� �y�o�u�r� �G�o�d�.� �T�h�e� �L�O�R�D� �y�o�u�r� �G�o�d� �h�a�s� �c�h�o�s�e�n� �y�o�u� �t�o� 

�b�e� �a� �p�e�o�p�l�e� �f�o�r� �h�i�s� �t�r�e�a�s�u�r�e�d� �p�o�s�s�e�s�s�i�o�n�,� �o�u�t� �o�f� �a�l�l� �t�h�e� �p�e�o�p�l�e�s� �w�h�o� �a�r�e� �o�n� �t�h�e� �f�a�c�e� �o�f� 

�t�h�e� �e�a�r�t�h�.� �I�t� �w�a�s� �n�o�t� �b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �y�o�u� �w�e�r�e� �m�o�r�e� �i�n� �n�u�m�b�e�r� �t�h�a�n� �a�n�y� �o�t�h�e�r� �p�e�o�p�l�e� �t�h�a�t� �t�h�e� 

�L�O�R�D� �s�e�t� �h�i�s� �l�o�v�e� �o�n� �y�o�u� �a�n�d� �c�h�o�s�e� �y�o�u�,� �f�o�r� �y�o�u� �w�e�r�e� �t�h�e� �f�e�w�e�s�t� �o�f� �a�l�l� �p�e�o�p�l�e�s�,� �b�u�t� �i�t� �i�s� 

�b�e�c�a�u�s�e� �t�h�e� �L�O�R�D� �l�o�v�e�s� �y�o�u� �a�n�d� �i�s� �k�e�e�p�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �o�a�t�h� �t�h�a�t� �h�e� �s�w�o�r�e� �t�o� �y�o�u�r� �f�a�t�h�e�r�s�,� �t�h�a�t� 

�t�h�e� �L�O�R�D� �h�a�s� �b�r�o�u�g�h�t� �y�o�u� �o�u�t� �w�i�t�h� �a� �m�i�g�h�t�y� �h�a�n�d� �a�n�d� �r�e�d�e�e�m�e�d� �y�o�u� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �h�o�u�s�e� �o�f� 

�s�l�a�v�e�r�y�,� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �h�a�n�d� �o�f� �P�h�a�r�a�o�h� �k�i�n�g� �o�f� �E�g�y�p�t�.

God chose the descendants of Abraham, who put his faith and trust in the only God, as his nation. They 
were to be a nation which was distinct from other nations, separated from all idolatry and from everything 
impure and unholy in God’s sight. With great patience he led his nation, sending them judges and prophets 
who constantly called them to repentance and obedience. He bore them until the fulfillment of time when 
he sent the Messiah, the Servant of God, whose task it was to carry the light to the ends of the earth (i.e. to 
the Gentiles):

�A�n�d� �n�o�w� �t�h�e� �L�O�R�D� �s�a�y�s�,� �h�e� �w�h�o� �f�o�r�m�e�d� �m�e� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �w�o�m�b� �t�o� �b�e� �h�i�s� �s�e�r�v�a�n�t�,� �t�o� �b�r�i�n�g� 

�J�a�c�o�b� �b�a�c�k� �t�o� �h�i�m�;� �a�n�d� �t�h�a�t� �I�s�r�a�e�l� �m�i�g�h�t� �b�e� �g�a�t�h�e�r�e�d� �t�o� �h�i�m ��f�o�r� �I� �a�m� �h�o�n�o�u�r�e�d� �i�n� �t�h�e� 

�e�y�e�s� �o�f� �t�h�e� �L�O�R�D�,� �a�n�d� �m�y� �G�o�d� �h�a�s� �b�e�c�o�m�e� �m�y� �s�t�r�e�n�g�t�h ��h�e� �s�a�y�s�:�  ��I�t� �i�s� �t�o�o� �l�i�g�h�t� �a� �t�h�i�n�g� 
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